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Preach the word; be prepared in season
and out of season; correct, rebuke and
encourage - with great patience and
careful instruction. 2 Timothy 4:2
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The Main thing, is the main thing

With all my heart I wish you rich blessings and all the
best for the New Year. May each one of you experi-
ence the Lord in many diverse ways!

I call upon all of us to go into the New Year with
great trust in the Lord. Recently I read a nice little
story in which a robin said to a sparrow: “There is one
thing I would really like to know: Why do humans
have to rush and worry all the time?” In reply the

sparrow said to the robin: “My dear friend, they
probably do not know the Father in heaven, who is so

kind to you and me.”

Now one might argue that life is not so easy, espe-
cially not in our days. There is a great deal of distress,
concern, and suffering. And at times we just do not

Rev. Dr. Cortroy Jarvis
Chairman of PEC

see any way out. I am well aware of that! Nevertheless, let us not lose confidence in

the Lord and His leadership.

Peter once brought this archetypal confidence in the Lord to expression after many
disciples had left the Lord. He responded to Jesus’ question: “Do you also want to go
away?” with the profession: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life” (John 6:67-68). He was conscious of the fact that there is really no sub-

stitute for the Lord.

This must also be our attitude. Let us cast aside all hesitation and simply allow our-

selves to fall into the hand of the Lord!

In 1 Peter 2:4-5, Peter speaks of God building a spiritual house. The question is, why
is God building a spiritual house? There are two things that are true of every living
stone. First, every living stone is placed by God into his house, his church.
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The Main thing, is the main thing
Cont’d from page 1

The idea that you can be a Christian and not be part of
a church is one of the greatest lies Satan has persuaded
millions of people in America to believe. It is a dan-
gerous deception to believe that you can be a Christian
and not be part of a local church. Second, every living
stone that God puts in his house has the same opinion
of Jesus that he does. If you are a living stone, Jesus
isn’t just a person of passing interest to you. He is the
most fascinating, most desirable, most necessary per-
son in your life.

He is your life. You feel about him the same way that
God the Father feels about him. Those who are being
built into a spiritual house have examined all the po-
tential things to build life upon and have discovered
that the only thing that is trustworthy is Jesus. Those
whom God builds upon the cornerstone of Jesus are
those who have discovered that Jesus is the corner-
stone of their lives.

At the end of v. 5 Peter changes his metaphor again.
He says that God is building us, these living stones,
into a spiritual house “to be a holy priesthood.” Not
only are we the stones that make up the walls of his
house but we are also the priests who serve in his
house. Immediately, we should think of the priests of
the Old Testament to understand what this illustration
means. The priests in the Old Testament were the ones
set apart in Israel to take care of the temple, to offer
the sacrifices and prayers to God that he required, to
pray to and praise God and to teach men about God
and what he requires. Peter says that all of us are
priests. There is not a special class of people any
longer who are different than everyone else in their
access to God, their service to God, and their necessity
in God’s work. We don’t all have the same functions,
just like all the priests in the Old Testament didn’t
have the same jobs. However, all of us share equally in
the value of our labor and contribution to the worship
and service of God and man. All of us engage in the
work of offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.

What are the acceptable spiritual sacrifices that we of-
fer to God through Christ? I don’t have time to show
you this in the Scriptures but let me give you a simple
definition and then a few examples. The spiritual sacri-
fices we offer to God are all those attitudes, thoughts,
words and actions that we have or do by faith in Jesus.
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These sacrifices are not just the things we do in or for
our local church. It is our whole life, all of our time,
abilities, resources, words and actions lived by faith in
Christ and to his glory. All of our “sacrifices” are ac-
ceptable because of Christ’s sacrifice, not because they
have intrinsic value in themselves. If you are a living
stone through faith in Christ, then your whole life is a
living sacrifice. It includes words and songs of thanks-
giving and praise. It includes acts of kindness and
mercy and help given to others, especially to other
Christians. It is financial gifts for the support of mis-
sionaries, pastors and the work of the church. It in-
cludes the meals we eat and the leisure time we enjoy.

It includes preaching and teaching the gospel in every
way that the gospel is shared. It is words of encourage-
ment and warning and correction and comfort to one
another. It is the forgiveness and acceptance we offer
to one another because we have been forgiven and ac-
cepted by God. It is being a loving husband, a respect-
ful wife, an obedient child, a fair employer, a hard
working employee. It includes the work we engage in
to help the poor and preach the gospel as a church.
There is no part of our life together that is not included
in these spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.

Having a church building is a good thing, a helpful
thing but not the main thing. Being built, as living
stones into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ” that is the main thing.

The words recorded in Hebrews 3: 6 caught my atten-
tion recently: “But Christ as a Son over His own
house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confi-
dence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.”

“His own house” is His congregation. The defining
characteristics of the congregation of the Lord are thus
trust, confidence, and hope — hope in the fulfillment of
the divine promises. There is really no substitute for
this!
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Quote of the Day

God changes caterpillars
into butterflies, sand into
pearls, and coal into
diamonds using time and
pressure. He's working
on you, ftoo.

~ Rick Warren —
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Unity Synod 2016

The year 2016 has begun, and for the Moravian Unity it means that we have seen the beginning on an important
year, namely the year of 43™ Unity Synod of the Moravian Church Unitas Fratrum (the 27" Unity Synod of the Re-
newed Church). It is our task to keep the Unity Synod in prayers, and it will be good to remind the congregations
and the brothers and sisters, to pray for the Unity Synod during the coming months!

As mentioned already, the Unity Synod is scheduled to be on August 12" — 19, 2016.

It is now decided that the venue of the Unity Synod is the Hilton Rose Hall Resort & Spa, Rose Hall, Montego
Bay, St. James, Jamaica.

COUF #265 enunciates that the number of delegates to the Unity Synod shall be according to the following
schedule:

a) The Mission Provinces shall have one delegate each with the right to vote.
The delegate and alternate shall be appointed by the Provincial Board.

b) The Unity Provinces shall have three delegates each with the right to vote,
two elected by Provincial Synod and one appointed by the Provincial Board.

c¢) The President of the Unity Board shall have a seat with the right to vote.
d) The Moravian Church Foundation shall have one delegate with the right to vote.

e) The Bishops of the Unitas Fratrum shall have two delegates without the right to vote,
elected from among them.

f) The Unity Board may invite representatives from Unity Undertakings and Mission Areas
to attend as advisory delegates without vote.

g) In case two or more Provinces join one another to form one Province, following the merger
they are entitled to send to Unity Synod the number of delegates which they had previously.
At future Unity Synods, the new Province shall have three delegates.

h) Each Province elects alternates to take the place of any delegates who are unable to attend Synod.
D. ELECTION OF MEMBERS

COUF #266. Eligible are all members of the Moravian Church of at least two years’ standing, who are communicants
and who have completed the 24™ year of their age by January 1° of the year in which the election takes place and who
possess all the other requisite qualifications for membership in their Provincial Synod. All Provinces are encouraged to
consider gender equity in choosing delegates to their respective Provincial Synod and to Unity Synod.

COUF #267. Each Province represented at Unity Synod elects, according to the procedure appointed by its consti-
tution, its delegates and their alter-nates at the Provincial Synod, if possible at the one immediately preceding the

Unity Synod.

COUF #268. As evidence of election, or appointment, a statement by the Provincial Board, signed by the President
must be sent to the President of the Unity Board via the Unity Office (UBA) to be laid before the Unity Synod.

The Delegates from the EWIP are Jenetta Waithe, Adrian Smith and Cortroy Jarvis.
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Hymn of the Month for January, 2016
Rev. Dr. Mikie Roberts
/ Director, Provincial Hymnal Committee. /

The hymn of the month for January captures this
sense of deep gratitude to God for all that God has
done in the past while at the same time expresses a
faith that declares that God will continue to journey
with us. The hymn is Brought safely hither by thy
hand and was written by W. L. Alexander in 1847. In
our current hymnal it is #405 and the tune that has
been designated is SHOPSHIRE.

As a community of faith whenever we gather for wor-
ship, we cannot forget that the grace of God is at
work among us in our assembly. This truth somehow
becomes more evident as we meet to welcome a new
year during our watch night service and on the first
Sunday of the year. This hymn underscores that
throughout our journey in life we are constantly sus-
tained by God. In the first two verses we are re-
minded of how the hand of God has guided and pro-
tected us bringing us to the house of God to worship.
But even as we recognize how God has worked on
our part, the next two verses prompt us to remember
that as we meet we should pray both for the Church
and the world. Once we maintain that proper perspec-
tive then we can be hopeful that the joy and beauty of
our worship here on earth is but a down-payment of
what awaits the people of God one day in the nearer
presence of God.

Below are the words and music for the hymn of the
month for January:

Brought safely hither by thy hand,
Behold us, Lord, before thee stand,
Once more prepared to thee to raise

Our humble prayer, our grateful praise.

Blest be the hand whose guardian power
Has kept us to this present hour;
Blest be the grace that bids us meet
Thus round the throne, in union sweet.

We meet to seek in faith and zeal
The brethren’s good, the Church’s weal;
O whilst for Zion’s cause we stand,
May Zion’s king be near at hand.

We meet, O God, that through our land,
The churches, planted by thy hand,
From error, weakness, discord free,

May bloom like gardens blest by thee.

Smile on us, Lord, and through this place
Diffuse the glory of thy face;
In all our meetings here be given
A foretaste of the coming heaven.

1847 W.L. Alexander

Brought Safely Hither By Thy Hand

SHROPSHIRE
1847,W, L. Alesander LM. E.]. Hopkins, 1845
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more pre-pared to thee to raise our hum-ble prayer, our grate - ful praise.
be the grace that bids us meet thus round the throme, in - nion sweet.
whilst for Zi - on's cause we stand,may Zi- on's King be near at hand
er - ror, weak-ness, dis - cord free, may bloom like gar-dens blest by thee.
all our meet-ings here be given a  fore-taste of the com-ing heaven.
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PEC Meeting

The PEC has scheduled its meetings for 2016 as fol-
lows:

» February 8-10 in Antigua

» April 24-27 in St. Thomas, Virgin Islands

» July 21-23 in St. Kitts

» October 3-5 in Barbados

In addition, the Superintendents Conference for 2016
will take place in Antigua from February 11— Febru-
ary 12, 2016.

Please bear up the members of the PEC and Superin-
tendents in prayer.

Unity Watchword for the EWIP for 2016

Every year, the Provincial Board of the European Con-
tinental Province facilitates the drawing of the individ-
ual Watchwords for the Unity Board, Unity Provinces,
the Mission Provinces, and the Unity Undertakings of
the Moravian Church. The Common Watchword for the
year 2016 for the entire Unity is taken from Isaiah
66:13, “As a mother comforts her child, so I will com-
fort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem” (NRSV).

The Watchword drawn for the Eastern West Indies
Province for the year 2016 is the one drawn on May
4th, 2016 taken from Psalm 118: 15-16, “There are
glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: The
right hand of the LORD does valiantly; the right hand
of the LORD is exalted; the right hand of the LORD
does valiantly” (NRSV).

This Text is to be used as often as possible throughout
the year as a reminder of God’s promise to us.
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CARIBBEAN MORAVIAN PRAISE
PRE-ORDER FORM

PLEASE PRINT

Name:

Telephone:

Email:

Congregation:

Conference:

No. of copies:

Payment method: OCash OCheck OMoney Order

Kindly make check payable to your local Conference

SOONTEOBEREI EASED

Please return completed order form to your local Minister.




Birthday Greetings
for the month of
January is extended to:

9
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Sis. Margaret John 04
Sis. Jovanca Lewis-Smith 05
Sis. Sonia Spencer 11
Bro. Moise Jean 12
Bro. George Ramsay 27
Sis. Andrea Lorde-Smith 29
AR ISP &
‘ & Red Rose for Love

Ring for Love
Happy chdl'ng Best Gifts for Love

Means ....

Anniver sary Love Forever

OF COURSE, IM EMPTVY!
BUT, I'LL GET BY JUST
FINE ON MY OWN!

| CAN'T JUST
OPEN UP TO
HIM AND
EXPECT TO
GET SOMETHING

DON'T KNOW
WHAT YOURE
MSSING!

| am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of
Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and | will fill it. — Psaum 81:10

%‘/ Your prayers are requested
for  Sis. Menelva Samuel

(Administrative Assistant), on
the passmg of her sister Ms. Ulanda Ireland. The
funeral service for the late Ulanda Ireland will be
held on Wednesday January 06, 2015, at the Leba-
non Moravian Chur%tigua. The service be-

gins at 2 30pm
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_..... Housewife Woes

he worried housewife sprang to the telephone
when it rang and listened with relief to the kindly voice in
her ear. "How are you, darling?" she said. "What kind of
a day are you having?"

"Oh, mother," said the housewife, breaking into bitter
tears, "I've had such a bad day. The baby won't eat and
the washing machine broke down. | haven't had a
chance to go shopping, and besides, I've just sprained
my ankle and | have to hobble around. On top of that,
the house is a mess and I'm supposed to have two cou-
ples to dinner tonight."

The mother was shocked and was at once all sympa-
thy. "Oh, darling," she said, "sit down, relax, and close
your eyes. I'll be over in half an hour. I'll do your shop-
ping, clean up the house, and cook your dinner for you.
I'll feed the baby and I'll call a repairman | know who'll be
at your house to fix the washing machine promptly. Now
stop crying. I'll do everything. In fact, I'll even call George
at the office and tell him he ought to come home and
help out for once."

"George?" said the housewife. "Who's George?"

"Why, George! Your husband!....Is this 223-13747?

"No, this is 223-1375."
"Oh, I'm sorry. | guess | have the wrong number."

There was a short pause and the housewife said,

"Does this mean you're not coming over?"
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Conferences
¢+ Meetings

¢+ Seminars

+ Weddings
Banquet

¢ Dinner

<>

Only ten minutes away from
the stores, shops and banks
in St. John's.

Our International airport is
also just ten minutes away.

Our balcony provides a
refreshing view of undulating
hills and valleys.

The conference center has a
seating capacity for 200
persons.

We are situated on a hill over
-looking the picturesque out-
skirts of the city of

St. John's, Antigua.

There are EIGHT LARGE
APARTMENTS which are
available for rental. Each
room is self contained with
kitchenette. The rooms are
air-conditioned with
Available internet and

cable TV. All utilities are .

included with the exception
of telephone.

Conference Center & Apartments

Contact us
Tel: (268)560-0185
Fax: (268) 462-0643
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